Barca d'Alva, Douro Valley, Portugal

At the eastern tip of Portugal's navigable Douro, Barca d'Alva is where river cruises turn around — a sleepy village pressed between terraced vineyards

and Spain, with some of the valley's most dramatic scenery at its doorstep.

& Docked at riverside pier & Typical call: 5-8 hrs U& Currency: Euro (€)

Z MY DAY IN PORT

Ship/Date:
Excursion:

Arrive:

GETTING ASHORE
Docking: Tied alongside a small riverside quay; most ships dock directly
— no tender required

Best For: Wine estate visits, day trip to Salamanca, dramatic Douro gorge
scenery

& Getting around: &% Taxi &4 €40—€50 to Pocinho

TOP THINGS TO DO

« Salamanca, Spain — Full-Day UNESCO City — One of Europe's
finest historic cities, about 2 hours by bus (=122 km).

« Castelo Rodrigo Hilltop Village — This fortified medieval village
perches on a crag above the Douro Superior plain, with crumbling
castle ruins, old stone lanes, and sweeping views...

« Alto Douro Quinta Wine Estate Visit — The UNESCO Alto Douro
Wine Region surrounds Barca d'Alva.

BEST WALKS

®: Language: Portuguese ® River cruise only

All aboard:

Notes:

Walk to centre: Village is right at the pier — about 2 min walk, but
facilities are very limited

Don't Miss: The Almirante Sarmento Rodrigues Bridge viewpoint over the
gorge

« Douro International Natural Park Walk — Barca d'Alva sits within
the Douro International Natural Park, a cross-border protected area
renowned for birds of prey including black storks...

« Coa Valley Archaeological Park — About 30km downstream, the
Coa Valley Palaeolithic Rock Art Site is a UNESCO World Heritage
Site with open-air engravings dating back 20,000+ years.

« Village Stroll & Bridge Viewpoint ~1 km | 20-30 min | Easy | River views — From the quay, walk up into the village centre, then continue to the

Almirante Sarmento Rodrigues Bridge over the Douro.

WEATHER - DAYLIGHT - MONEY

» CLIMATE (AVG °F - RAINY DAYS)

Mon High Low Rain
Apr 63° 46° 12d
Jun 76° 56° 6d
Aug 85° 60° 1d
Sep T7° 58° 6d
Oct 70° 54° 10d

KNOW BEFORE YOU GO

Z DAYLIGHT & [ MONEY

Apr 6:49AM-8:08PM - Jun 5:55AM—-9:02PM - Aug 6:38AM—-8:26PM -
Sep 7:09AM-7:37PM - Oct 7:40AM-6:47PM

Currency: Euro (€)

« Bring cash from Porto. Barca d'Alva has no ATM and almost no shops. Stock up with euros before you arrive, or rely on ship-board services.

« Book excursions early. Popular Salamanca and quinta tours fill up fast. Reserve through your ship before boarding or at least the night before this

port call.

o Summer heat is intense. The Douro Superior valley can exceed 40°C in July—August. Carry water, wear a hat, and limit midday sun exposure.
« Watch the locks. If your ship navigates the Pocinho Dam lock on the approach or departure, go on deck — watching a river ship squeeze into the lock

chamber is a highlight many passengers miss.

« Look up. The gorge walls above the river are prime habitat for griffon vultures and black storks. Keep an eye on the cliffs when walking or on deck.

« No public transport. There are no buses or taxis waiting at the pier. Independent exploration beyond the village requires a car rental arranged in

advance or sharing a transfer with fellow passengers.

cruiseports.org/barca-dalva — full guide, climate & live cruise calls

Confirm terminal & all-aboard time with your ship
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Red = walkable sights - Amber = excursions farther out - P = cruise terminal. Numbers match the order you'd typically visit.
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o Castelo Melhor's Medieval castle ruins with panoramic e Miradouro de S0  Scenic viewpoint offering stunning Douro

Castle views. Gabriel River vistas.

° Cruise port / terminal
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