
Hammerfest, Finnmark, Norway
One of the world's northernmost towns, Hammerfest wears its Arctic identity proudly — polar bears on the logo, reindeer on the streets, and a UNESCO
monument marking where scientists first measured the Earth.

⚓  Pier (town center quay) 🕒  Typical call: 6-8 hrs 💵  Norwegian Krone (NOK) — cashless everywhere 🗣️  Norwegian (English widely spoken)

☀️  Midnight Sun: mid-May to late July

✍️  MY DAY IN PORT

Ship/Date: Arrive: All aboard:
Excursion: Notes:

GETTING ASHORE

Docking: Pier — main quay in town center; Fuglenes pier ~1 mile away Walk to Center: Steps off the gangway — town is immediately walkable

Best For: Arctic history, unique souvenirs, scenic viewpoint hike Don't Miss: Joining the Royal and Ancient Polar Bear Society

🚕  Getting around: 🚕  Taxi ✅  ~100–175 NOK (€9–16) · 📱  Rideshare ❌  not available

TOP THINGS TO DO

Royal & Ancient Polar Bear Society — Visit the Isbjørnklubben
museum near the harbor for Arctic hunting and exploration history.
Salen Viewpoint Hike — Follow the Zig-Zag Path up Salen hill (about
15-20 min on foot) for sweeping panoramic views over Hammerfest
and the surrounding archipelago.
Meridian Column (UNESCO) — A 10-minute walk or quick taxi ride to
the Fuglenes peninsula reveals the Meridian Column, the

northernmost point of the Struve Geodetic Arc — a…
Reconstruction Museum — This moving museum tells the story of
the Nazi scorched-earth policy that destroyed virtually all of Finnmark
in 1944 and the remarkable post-war…
Seiland National Park Boat Trip — Venture by RIB or small boat to
Seiland Island National Park, home to two of northern Europe's
southernmost glaciers, dramatic fjords, and seabird…

BEST WALKS

Town Center & Polar Bear Society Loop 1.5 km · 30-40 min · flat — From the main quay, walk along Strandgata into the town center.
Salen Viewpoint via Zig-Zag Path 2.5 km round trip · 45 min · moderate uphill — Head uphill from the town center on the well-marked Zig-Zag Path
to the Salen lookout.
Fuglenes Peninsula & Meridian Column 3 km round trip · 45-60 min · easy — Follow the waterfront path west from the main quay to the Fuglenes
peninsula.

WEATHER · DAYLIGHT · MONEY

🌡  CLIMATE (AVG °F · RAINY DAYS)
Mon High Low Rain
Apr 35° 28° 16d
Jun 52° 43° 16d
Aug 57° 48° 16d
Sep 51° 43° 16d
Oct 40° 33° 16d

🌅  DAYLIGHT & 💶  MONEY

Apr 4:15AM–8:37PM · Sep 5:37AM–7:01PM · Oct 7:42AM–4:37PM

KNOW BEFORE YOU GO

Norway is cashless. You won't need Norwegian Krone — every café, shop, and taxi accepts Visa/Mastercard. Amex is hit or miss.
Layer up regardless of season. Summer temps hover around 8–14°C with wind off the Arctic Ocean. A windproof jacket is essential even in July.
Become a Polar Bear. The Royal & Ancient Polar Bear Society membership costs a small fee and gets you a certificate — one of the best novelty
souvenirs in Arctic Norway.
Watch for reindeer. Late spring through summer, Sámi herds roam freely through town. Don't try to pet them — mothers with calves can be
aggressive.
Sunday closures. Regular shops close on Sundays, but souvenir shops and museums typically open if a cruise ship is in port. Restaurants may have
limited hours.
First electric streetlights in Europe. Hammerfest installed them in 1891 — look for the historical markers in the town center.

cruiseports.org/hammerfest — full guide, climate & live cruise calls Confirm terminal & all-aboard time with your ship



Hammerfest, Finnmark, Norway — Port Map cruiseports.org

Red = walkable sights · Amber = excursions farther out · P = cruise terminal. Numbers match the order you'd typically visit.

1
Museum of
Reconstruction

Museum documenting the German-forced
destruction of Finnmark in WWII and
Hammerfest's postwar rebuilding.

2

Royal and Ancient
Polar Bear
Society

Quirky small museum and society hall
dedicated to Arctic hunting history and polar
bear lore.

3
Church of
Hammerfest

Distinctive modern church built in 1961 with a
triangular roofline evoking a drying rack for fish.

4
Salen
Viewpoint

Hilltop lookout above town reached by cable car or
trail, with views over the harbor and fjord.

P Cruise port / terminal
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