Hiva Oa, Marquesas Islands, French Polynesia
The wildest island in French Polynesia — volcanic peaks, ancient stone tikis, and the final resting place of Gauguin and Jacques Brel. No lagoons, no resort hotels, just raw Marquesas.
⚓ Tender port (no pier) · 🕒 Typical call: 8–10 hrs · 💵 CFP Franc (XPF) — bring cash · 🗣️ French & Marquesan · 🌿 Culture & history focus
✍️ MY DAY IN PORT  (FILL IN)
	Ship / Date
	

	In port
	arrive ______  ·  all aboard ______

	Booked excursion
	

	Notes / meeting point
	


GETTING ASHORE
Docking: Tender to Tahauku Harbor pier
Walk to Atuona: ~2.4 km (40 min) or shared taxi/shuttle
Best For: Art history, archaeology, Polynesian culture
Don't Miss: Calvary Cemetery (Gauguin & Brel graves)
GETTING AROUND
🚕 Taxi: 1,000–2,000 CFP (~$12–$25) — A handful of local taxis serve the island (e.g., Frida Taxi, Germaine Taxi). Availability is limited — arrange in advanc
📱 Rideshare: ❌ not available
TOP THINGS TO DO
Gauguin Cultural Center & Maison du Jouir — Explore Gauguin's final years through high-quality reproductions of his Polynesian paintings and a replica of his infamous 'House…
Calvary Cemetery — Gauguin & Brel Graves — A steep 15-minute walk from town leads to the hillside cemetery where both Gauguin and Brel are buried side by side with sweeping…
Espace Jacques Brel — Jojo's Hangar — Jacques Brel spent his last years flying medical evacuations on this remote island.
Tikis of Puamau — Me'ae Lipona — The largest stone tiki statues in all of French Polynesia, including the 2.6-m Tiki Takaii, stand at this remote ceremonial site…
Taaoa Valley — Upeke Archaeological Site — One of the largest ancient ceremonial complexes in the Marquesas, hidden in the jungle just 20 minutes from Atuona by 4x4.
BEST WALKS
Atuona Village & Calvary Cemetery Loop: 3 km · 1.5–2 hrs · Moderate (hilly) — From the Gauguin Cultural Center, walk uphill through Atuona village past the red-stone Notre Dame…
Harbor to Atuona Black Sand Beach: 2 km one-way · 25 min · Easy (flat) — From Tahauku Harbor, follow the coastal road toward the mouth of the bay to reach the dramatic…
WEATHER · DAYLIGHT · MONEY
	Month
	High °F
	Low °F
	Rainy days

	May
	83
	78
	20

	Jul
	81
	76
	20

	Sep
	81
	75
	19


Daylight: May 5:52AM–5:32PM · Jul 6:04AM–5:40PM · Sep 5:39AM–5:42PM
cruiseports.org/hiva-oa-island · Confirm terminal & all-aboard time with your ship


Hiva Oa, Marquesas Islands, French Polynesia — Port Map
Red = walkable sights · Amber = excursions farther out · P = cruise terminal
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MAP KEY
	1. Paul Gauguin Cultural Center
	3. Me'ae Iipona Archaeological Site

	2. Calvary Cemetery
	4. Taaoa Petroglyphs


P. Cruise port / terminal
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